The Third Arab-Israeli War
always be able to depend upon her superior military strength,
and that her long term prospects of survival will depend not on
her power alone but upon her accommodation and cooperation
with her Arab neighbours—in her becoming an integrated and
accepted member of the Middle Eastern community. The Arabs,
on their part, will have to realize that the activities of the Feda-
yeen commando groups are not likely to have any decisive effect
militarily and politically; and, on the other hand, could lead them
to further disasters. There have been indications that Israel might
soon have her own nuclear weapons which she might be tempted
to use in a final act of desperation if the country were threatened
by destruction.139 The Arab leaders should therefore realize that
if faced with annihilation, the Israelis would undoubtedly ruin the
Arab states as well. To survive, both the Arabs and the Israelis
will have to make mutual concessions, and might even have to
give up "many of their cherished beliefs" as well as undergo
changes in their "basic political orientation".
interests of the superpowers
A question that has been engaging the attention of both the
United States and the Soviet Union is the emergence of a relative
power-vacuum in the Middle East. The United States is natu-
rally concerned lest the Soviet Union should step into the vacuum.
However, although the influence of the Soviet Union in the Middle
East has increased considerably since jthe June 1967 war, it is
unlikely that any Arab country will surrender to the Russians its
own power of decision. So far the radical Arab states have ex-
ploited Soviet influence and resources for their own advantage.
But the Russians have had the satisfaction of knowing that their
influence have been growing while that of the United States has
been retreating.
i&* Boston Evening Globe, 8 February 1970, p. 41.
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